
ABC’s new crime series, Detroit 1-8-7, 
the first primetime network series to 
be fully produced in Detroit, is being 
shot with the AJ-HPX3700, Panason-
ic’s premier solid-state P2 HD Vari-
Cam camcorder. 

The new dramatic series, a produc-
tion of ABC Studios, features an en-
semble cast whose characters work 
inside a high-stress Detroit homicide 
unit. Detroit 1-8-7 stars Michael Im-
perioli (The Sopranos), Jon Michael 
Hill, James McDaniel (NYPD Blue) and 
Aisha Hinds (True Blood). The Director 
of Photography is Lisa Wiegand.

Wiegand previously shot a network 
television series -- the second season 

of Twentieth Century Fox Television’s 
Dollhouse -- with the VariCam 3700. 
She is shooting the 12-episode Detroit 
1-8-7 with two HPX3700s, backed up 
by occasional use of Panasonic AJ-
HPX3000s and AJ-HPX170 P2 HD 
camcorders, all rented from Fletcher 
Camera & Lenses-Detroit. 
 
Offering the ultimate in image quality, 
the AJ-HPX3700 advances the art of 
high-end cinematography by teaming 
VariCam’s renowned filmic-look, vari-
able frame rates, and subtle tone con-
trol with master-quality, 10-bit 4:2:2 
AVC-Intra recording as well as Dual 
link RGB 4:4:4 output. 

“Having worked on a daily basis with 

the HPX3700 last season and shot 
several documentaries with the origi-
nal, tape-based VariCam, I decided 
that the P2 HD VariCam was ideal for 
the verite aesthetic of Detroit 1-8-7,” 
said Wiegand. “Except for occasion-
al long-lens or car-mount work, our 
operators are consistently shooting 
handheld, and the HPX3700 is more 
lightweight, streamlined and faster 
than video cameras with heavy decks 
on-board.”

“I really like the P2 workflow,” added 
Wiegand, herself an HPX170 owner. 
“It’s easier and more immediate than 
tape, and the production team appre-
ciates being able to watch a take right 
away. Working in P2 significantly fa-
cilitates post: for instance, we’re able 
to quickly make multiple back-ups on 
set. We prefer to shoot one card at a 
time, then back it up to two drives. 
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One drive and the original card go to post, and we keep 
one drive with us on set.”

Wiegand is utilizing the HPX3700’s enhanced Film-Rec 
600% setting, which provides additional latitude in shoot-
ing, particularly for day exteriors; she switches over to Film-
Rec 200% for shooting at dusk.

“I also opted for the HPX3700 based on its 

2/3” chip set,” the DP noted. “Documen-

taries and doc-style shows shot with 2/3” 

cameras achieve a certain depth of field that 

yields the desired, realistic feel. 

Because it’s solid-state, the HPX3700 is an all-weather 
camcorder, unlike other HD options. We started shooting 
July 20, and it’s been a long hot summer, with no opera-
tional problems at all. We expect the same reliable perfor-
mance during Detroit’s bone-chilling winters.”

“The HPX3700 delivers great dynamic range,” Wiegand 
added. “On each episode, we spent five to six days on lo-
cation (vs. two to three days on stage). We do considerable 
shooting inside Crown Victorias, police cars with big dark 
interiors, but because of the P2 VariCam’s latitude, we’re 
still able to expose for the outside, so we can document 
another star of our show, the Detroit cityscape.

“As with Dollhouse, I’m a huge fan of Panasonic flesh tones 
vs. those of comparable cameras. Detroit 1-8-7 is such a 
character-driven show, and the actors have wide-ranging 
skin coloration. The HPX3700’s rendition of the gradation 
and tonalities of several different complexion types is very 
pleasing to me.”

Next Element by Deluxe has set up a mobile lab near set 
to handle dailies for the show, and established a pipeline 
back to its Burbank, Ca offices for editorial. Level 3 Post 
(Burbank, CA) is in charge of the on-line edit, which is being 
done in AVID Nitris HD.

Equipment Overview:
•	 AJ-HPX170	P2	HD	
	 Handheld	Camcorder	Camcorders

•	 AJ-HPX3000	2/3”	1080p	P2	

•	 AJ-HPX3700	P2	HD	
	 Varicam	HD	Camcorder


